10 Rules For Relationships With In-laws

Practical Wisdom So your in-laws don’t become outlaws

1. Glean wisdom from them
Exodus 18:15-24 And Moses said to his father-in-law, "Because the people come to me to inquire of God. 16 "When they
have a difficulty, they come to me, and | judge between one and another; and | make known the statutes of God and His
laws." 17 So Moses' father-in-law said to him, "The thing that you do is not good. 18 "Both you and these people who are
with you will surely wear yourselves out. For this thing is too much for you; you are not able to perform it by yourself. 19
"Listen now to my voice; | will give you counsel, and God will be with you: Stand before God for the people, so that you
may bring the difficulties to God. 20 "And you shall teach them the statutes and the laws, and show them the way in
which they must walk and the work they must do. 21 "Moreover you shall select from all the people able men, such as
fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them to be rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds,
rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens. 22 "And let them judge the people at all times. Then it will be that every great matter
they shall bring to you, but every small matter they themselves shall judge. So it will be easier for you, for they will bear
the burden with you. 23 "If you do this thing, and God so commands you, then you will be able to endure, and all this
people will also go to their place in peace.” 24 So Moses heeded the voice of his father-in-law and did all that he had said.

2. Avoid living with them (short term only)

3. Avoid being overly dependent on them.

4. Separate from (Although maintaining vital relationships)
a. If they become a hindrance to relationship with spouse move away if hecessary
b. In some cases you may be a caregiver in their elder years. God will honor this.

Genesis 2:24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one
flesh.

Matthew 19:3-6 The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife
for just any reason?" 4 And He answered and said to them, "Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning
"made them male and female,' 5 "and said, "For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his
wife, and the two shall become one flesh'? 6 "So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has
joined together, let not man separate.”

Ephesians 5:28-33 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself.
29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 30 For we are
members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 31 "For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be
joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh." 32 This is a great mystery, but | speak concerning Christ and the
church. 33 Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she
respects her husband.

5. Never share intimate problems with parents — the parents will side with their child and it will
hurt relationship your with your spouse.

6. Avoid commenting unnecessarily on the weaknesses of in-laws. It will be an affront to your
spouse. They will take it personally. Let your spouse correct and deal with difficult issues —
it will be easier for them rather than yourself.

7. Never compare wife’s cooking, etc. to moms (or dad’s abilities with husband)

8. Pray for family members and allow your life to be an example of a true believer. They may

only get to heaven because of your prayers.
Exodus 18:9-12 Then Jethro rejoiced for all the good which the Lord had done for Israel, whom He had delivered out of
the hand of the Egyptians. 10 And Jethro said, "Blessed be the Lord, who has delivered you out of the hand of the
Egyptians and out of the hand of Pharaoh, and who has delivered the people from under the hand of the Egyptians. 11
"Now | know that the Lord is greater than all the gods; for in the very thing in which they behaved proudly, He was above
them." 12 Then Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, took a burnt offering and other sacrifices to offer to God. And Aaron came
with all the elders of Israel to eat bread with Moses' father-in-law before God.

9. Respect your in-laws as elders. Honor them as you would your own parents.
Ephesians 6:1-3 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 "Honor your father and mother," which is the
first commandment with promise: 3 "that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth."

1 Timothy 5:1 Do not rebuke an older man, but exhort him as a father, younger men as brothers, 2 older women as
mothers, younger as sisters, with all purity.

10. Avoid favoritism. Endeavor to give equal time and love when possible. Wives usually are
the ones who buy presents and cards. Make sure you take care of his parents
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